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WEBSITE:     www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk 

VICAR The Reverend Michael Miller  (020) 8866 9230 
The Vicarage, 
2 Pinner Road,  Northwood   HA6 1QS 

ASSISTANT CURATE The Reverend Helen Hutchins    01923 824 741 

 e-mail:  helenhutchins@hotmail.co.uk 

LAY MINISTER Miss Sarah Parnaby (020) 8866 8309 
   

SERVICES   

 Due to Covid-19 the Church is currently offering a restricted schedule 
of Services.  This includes a 10 am Sunday Eucharist,  
and other Services, all streamed from our website or from YouTube.   
Please see our website for the latest information. 
 

 

 SPECTRUM ON SUNDAY (Sunday School) 

continues each Sunday at 11.30 am via video conference. 
Please contact Carol Diggins on 01923 825 434 for more information. 

 
Arrangements for the SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession),  BAPTISMS,   
    FUNERALS,  WEDDINGS,  and BANNS OF MARRIAGE   please telephone the Vicar:    (020) 8866 9230 
 
   

OFFICERS   

Churchwardens: Mr Steve Castle,   3a Willows Close,  Pinner   HA5 3SY  (020) 8868 0482 
 Mr Chris Ambrose 01923 825 524 
 e-mail:  churchwardens@stedmundtheking.org.uk 

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Clare Moses 07950 863 250 

 e-mail:  claremoses@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr James Mair (020) 8428 1349 

Director of Music: Mr Mark Hammond,   39
B
 Carlton Avenue,  Kenton   HA3 8AX (020) 8909 2687 

Hall Bookings: Mr Steve Castle,   3a Willows Close,  Pinner   HA5 3SY  (020) 8868 0482 

  

ORGANISATIONS  

SPECTRUM ON SUNDAY:

 

Mrs Carol Diggins   e-mail:  diggins124@aol.com 01923 825 434 

Flower Guild: Mrs Rachel Windsor,   6 Chester Road,  Northwood   HA6 1BQ 01923 822 752 

Women’s Guild: Mrs Hilda Greenfield 
Mrs Connie Ambrose 

01923 823 134 
01923 825 524 

Badminton Club: Messrs Peter & Mike Gant,   Flat 7,  2 Lily Close,  Pinner   HA5 3JT (020) 8868 4989 

Arrow Players:  Mr Michael Godden 01296 631 975 

Classic Concerts: Mrs Marjorie Pimm,   2 Northwood Way,  Northwood  HA6 1AT 01923 821 869 

Youth Group: Mr Steve Castle,   3a Willows Close,  Pinner   HA5 3SY (020) 8868 0482 

Scout Group: awaiting new appointment 
 

   

MAGAZINE   

Hon. Editor: Mrs Jenny Jones,   19 Latimer Close,  Pinner   HA5 3RB  (020) 8866 7173 
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- 2 - 

 

WELCOME 

to the online edition of this magazine. 
 

In the current circumstances, we are publishing on our website 
so that you don’t miss out on the regular monthly issue. 

 

If you know someone who does not have internet access  
and would like a printed copy of this magazine,  

please contact Steve Castle at 
 steven.castle@saintedmundschurch.org.uk  

giving their name and postal address  
(having first obtained their permission  
to supply this personal information). 

 
 

There is no Letter from Fr. Michael in this issue; 
he is currently publishing a letter  

within St. Edmund’s weekly Newsletter (“The Orbit”),  
which is now sent by e-mail and is available on our website. 

 

If you would like to receive the Newsletter by e-mail  
you can subscribe by completing the form at 

https://tinyurl.com/subscribe-orbit 
or by visiting www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk  

and clicking the “Subscribe” link underneath “Weekly Newsletter”. 
 
 

For the time being, there is no attendance 
at any Services in Church. 

 
Services will continue to be available online; 

The latest information is available  
in the weekly St. Edmund’s Newsletter -  

see above for how to access the Newsletter. 
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CALENDAR AND  PRINCIPAL SERVICE READINGS 

FOR MARCH 2021 
 

    

7 SUN 3rd SUNDAY OF LENT 

Exodus 20.1-17,  1 Corinthians 1.18-25,  John 2.13-22 

14 SUN 4th SUNDAY OF LENT; MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Numbers 21.4-9,  Ephesians 2.1-10,  John 3.14-21 

for Mothering Sunday - Exodus 2.1-10,  Luke 2.33-35 

21 SUN 5th SUNDAY OF LENT; PASSION SUNDAY 

Jeremiah 31.31-34;  Hebrews 5.5-10,  John 12.20-33 

25  Thur 8 pm Lent Course starts 

28 SUN PALM SUNDAY 

Isaiah 50.4-9a,  Philippians 2.5-11,  Mark 15.1-39 

    

 

 

APRIL  MAGAZINE 
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All contributions for the April 

Magazine to be with Jenny Jones by 

Friday 12th March 

020 8866 7173 

ST. EDMUND’S 

WOMEN’S GUILD, 

BADMINTON CLUB 

and 

SCOUT GROUP 

meetings are all cancelled 

until further notice 

 

THE YOUTH GROUP 
continues  

each Wednesday at 7.30 pm 
via video conference. 
Contact Steve Castle 

on 020 8868 0482 
for more information. 

 

 

 

 

THE REAL EASTER EGG 

 

The Meaningful Chocolate Company  
has launched its 2021 Fairtrade  

Real Easter Egg range.   
All Real Easter Eggs come  

with an Easter story in the box.   
 

However, none of the main supermarkets will be stocking  
The Real Easter Egg this year, so they have to be ordered online. 

 

To see the full range, and to order, go to  

www.realeasteregg.co.uk 
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LENT COURSE  -  “CARING FOR CREATION”  
 

This year we will be studying one of the York Courses during Lent.   
The material covers topics related to climate change,  

a subject we have become more aware of during the past few months. 

The course will be held via Zoom at 8 pm on five Thursday evenings,  

starting on 25th February and ending on 25th March. 

You can find out more on the website www.yorkcourses.co.uk. 

You can purchase the book that accompanies the course  

in paper or digital form directly from York Courses. 

Please contact Fr. Michael or Mother Helen for more information, 
and see each week’s online newsletter for further details, 

including Zoom joining information. 

LENT READING 

The Bishop of London’s Lent book ‘Rooted in Love’ is now 
widely available.  It has a reflection for every day in Lent.  

All the London Bishops have contributed. 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. EDMUND THE KING 
 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

will be held at approx. 11 am,  
following the 10 am Sung Eucharist 

on Sunday 18th April 

Information on how to “attend” the meeting 
will be published in due course 

in the online newsletter 
 

Elections of Churchwardens and PCC members 

Financial Report 

Reports from Church Organisations 
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PALM SUNDAY REFLECTIONS 

Adapted from Common Worship 

  
 

On Palm Sunday, the Church commemorates Christ’s entry into Jerusalem to 

complete his saving work by dying and rising again.  The commemoration liturgy has 

two distinctive features - the procession with palms and the reading of the Passion 

Gospel.   

 

The procession is a dramatic way to recall and celebrate the beginning of Holy Week - 

the days of the passion and death of Our Lord.  Palm or other branches are carried, 

although they are perhaps secondary to the procession itself.  The procession does not 

simply remind us of what happened in the past - it is in itself an act of praise to 

Christ, and it expresses our readiness to take up our cross and follow our crucified 

and risen Lord, as we go with him to the place of suffering and death.  It also serves 

to emphasise that, as recorded in the Gospels and foretold by the Prophets, Jesus rode 

on a donkey - symbolic of coming in peace - and the people celebrated by laying 

down their cloaks and small branches of trees in front of him, singing part of Psalm 

118 - “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”.  Today we sing “All glory, 

laud and honour to Thee, Redeemer King” as we process. 

 

The reading of the Passion Gospel takes us into the heart of Holy Week.  Although the 

services of Holy Week are shaped by the historical commemoration of the events of 

the last week in Jesus’ earthly life, taken together they form an extended celebration 

of the whole mystery of his redemptive work.  The solemn reading or singing of the 

narrative of the passion and death of Jesus Christ is an essential part of the liturgy of 

Palm Sunday; a full form of the Passion is used, often starting to read at Gethsemane 

up to the laying in the tomb.  The whole narrative reminds us that at the centre of 

Christ’s reign is the power of costly, unconditional love.  
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THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Adapted from material in Common Worship 

  

The Stations of the Cross have formed part of Christian devotion during Lent for 

many centuries - they provide a way for us to engage actively with the path of 
suffering walked by Jesus.  They originated when early Christians visited Jerusalem 

and wanted to follow literally in the footsteps of Jesus, tracing the path from Pilate’s 

house to Calvary.  They would pause for prayer and devotion at various points.  

Eventually those pilgrims brought the practice back to their home countries and ever 

since then Christians of differing traditions have used this form of devotion. 

In the late 14th century, the Franciscans were given the responsibility for the holy 

places of Jerusalem; they erected tableaux to aid the devotion of the visitors.  Images 

of this nature are now found in churches all over the world. 

The number of stations has varied through the centuries from as few as 5 to as many 
as 36, but the now traditional number of 14 was established by Pope Clement XII in 

1731 - nine scriptural stations and a further five based on popular devotion.  In recent 

years there have been a number of variations in these 14, particularly to focus on 

wholly scriptural derivations.  These tend to widen the scope of the depiction of the 

Way of the Cross to start at Gethsemane and include events at the Trial.  Some 

churches include a 15th Station - The Resurrection. 

The stations, as displayed in churches, act as a focus for personal prayer and as part 

of a liturgical celebration. In this latter context they have been used either as a whole 

service in themselves, or a few of the stations have been used in the context of a 

larger liturgical celebration. 

The stations displayed in St. Edmund’s represent the 14 ‘traditional’ stations ... 

I Pilate condemns Jesus to death 

II Jesus takes up cross 

III Jesus falls the first time 

IV Jesus meets his mother Mary 

V Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry the cross 

VI Veronica wipes the face of Jesus 

VII Jesus falls the second time 

VIII The women of Jerusalem mourn for Jesus 

IX Jesus falls the third time 

X Jesus is stripped of his garments 

XI Jesus is nailed to the cross 

XII Jesus dies upon the cross 

XIII Jesus is taken down from the cross 

XIV Jesus is laid in the tomb 
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The wooden crosses with roman numerals at each Station were given by the Altar 

Servers at the time of the building of the permanent Church in 1964.  The tableau 

figures at each Station were given by Freda Varcoe in memory of her husband 

Winston in 1998. 

 

 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race 

sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ  
to take upon him our flesh 

and to suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
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WHEN YOUR PRAYER IS NOT ANSWERED 

From material supplied by www.parishpump.co.uk 

  

2 Cor. 12:8; ‘Three times I asked the Lord about this …BUT…’   

Paul is talking about one of the most mysterious and one of the most baffling aspects 
of prayer - when God does not say yes.   

On the face of it, Paul’s prayer was very modest.  For some time he had been troubled 
by ‘a thorn in the flesh.’  He doesn’t tell us what the ‘thorn’ was and down the 

centuries theologians and commentators have made suggestions.  Most of them have 

thought that the affliction was physical because Paul says it was ‘in the flesh.’   

Some have suggested that he suffered from epileptic fits which caused him to fall 

down, while others have suggested that he was laid low by constant fevers or that he 

had very poor eyesight, the last based on his remarks in Galatians 6:11.  But in spite 

of this great servant of the Lord praying earnestly three times that the thorn would be 

removed, God did not answer as Paul expected.  A number of things in this passage 

(verses 7-10) are very helpful to all of us in the matter of prayer. 

First, although God’s answer was not what Paul asked for, God did answer him.   
God is never indifferent to the prayers we utter from the depth of our heart.  Unlike 

the idol Baal in the Old Testament story about Elijah, (1 Kings 18) the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus is not on a journey, nor is He busy elsewhere, nor is He sleeping.  

He hears our prayers and our cries when we come to Him in our need and pain and 

distress.  

Second, although Paul did not get the answer he wanted, God made him a wonderful 

promise.  He said, ‘My grace is sufficient for you’ (v.9).  This was not what Paul asked 
for, yet what a promise it was! God said in effect. ‘I will not take the thorn away -  

but my daily grace is all-sufficient.’  In spite of the thorn, Paul will triumph.   

When God gives us all-sufficient grace, it will take care of everything in our lives.   

Thirdly, Paul learnt that God’s wonderful grace meant that in his weakness ‘the power 

of Christ’ (v.9) would be with him, the power that would make him effective and 

fruitful in his ministry.  

Fourthly, this experience taught Paul that he could be ‘content with weaknesses and 

insults’ (v.10) because it was for Christ’s sake, and when he is weak in himself,  

he is strong in Christ (v.10). 

So what about unanswered prayer?  Unless our prayer was selfish and not for our 

good in the first place, God does answer our cry.  When the answer is not what we 

expected, then it means that our loving Father has something for us even better and 
more important than what we asked for. 

 

Dr. Herbert McGonigle 

formerly Senior Lecturer in Historical Theology and Church History,  

Nazarene Theological College, Manchester 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR PRESENT TIME 
from www.churchofengland.org 

 
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love, for your name’s sake. 

God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Merciful God, we entrust to your tender care those who are ill or in pain, 
knowing that whenever danger threatens 

your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe. 
Comfort and heal them, and restore them to health and strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience 
to all who are caring for the sick, 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 

that through their work many will be restored to health; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lord of the ages, whose steadfast love endures for ever, 
we give you thanks and praise that you journey with us 

through this world of challenges and opportunities. 
As we mourn the suffering of the past year, 
and look with hope to all that lies ahead, 

keep us watchful and united, that together we may face the future, 
and share the good things you have in store for us;  

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
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LENT GIVING 2021 

This year’s Lent Giving will raise funds for the Diocese of London Lent Appeal.   

Please see our website at www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk for latest information. 

Cheques (payable to “PCC of St. Edmund the King”) may be sent by post to  
St. Edmund’s Church (Lent Appeal), 2 Pinner Road, Northwood, HA6 1QS. 

If you wish to donate via bank transfer, please e-mail 

treasurer@saintedmundschurch.org.uk and James Mair will give you the details. 

From the Diocese of London website ... 

The Lent Appeal will focus on Youth Violence, prevalent in London, which is the 

intentional use of physical force or power to threaten or harm others by young people 

aged between 10-24 years.  It typically involves young people hurting peers who are 

unrelated to them and who they may or may not know well.  Youth violence can 

include fighting, bullying, threats with weapons, and gang-related violence.  A young 

person can be involved with youth violence as a victim, offender, or witness. 

• In England and Wales there were 47,349 Police-recorded offences involving  
a knife or sharp instrument in the 12 months to June 2020. 

• There has been an 85% increase in knife crime in England and Wales since 2014. 

• 24 children aged just 17 or younger were murdered with a knife or sharp object in 
2019 - the highest number of children murdered in over a decade. 

The Lent Appeal, beginning on Ash Wednesday (17th February), is to raise awareness 

of the issue, and to raise money for the following charities that challenge it. 

The eXcel Project (XLP).  In 1996, in response to a stabbing in a school 

playground, the school’s headmaster asked Patrick Regan, who was then a local 
church-based youth worker, to come into the school, work with their students and 

teachers and help with difficult behavioural issues.  XLP now operates across nine 

inner-city boroughs around London, working with over 4,500 young people each year 

through education, mentoring, sport and the arts. 

Transforming Lives for Good (TLG) works through a nationwide network of 

partner churches.  It is committed to reaching out to some of the most vulnerable 

children in the UK.  With expertise in school exclusions, emotional wellbeing and 

holiday hunger, TLG is one of the UK’s fastest growing children’s charities. 

Redthread embeds specialist youth workers in hospital A&E departments across 

London and the Midlands.  They meet young people during times of crisis, fear and 
trauma and endeavour to transform their experience of health systems and 

professional networks.  As a result of working with Redthread, 95% of young people 

are less likely to be harmed again. 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

      Sarah Parnaby 

  

Springtime greetings, everyone!  I’m writing this while the weather is still dank and 

chilly, so I hope it’s a bit brighter and warmer by the time you get it: we need a bit of 

cheer and signs of new life! 

January was something of an ‘all-change’ month for us.  My oven door actually fell off 

- the last of a series of signs that I needed a ‘new’ kitchen.  The most important things 

are the oven and the sink unit, but I’ve decided on a bit of a new look all over: it 

could take a while, but eventually I’ll be able to invite you round to admire it and 

maybe share a meal! 

Another little change was my first attempt to preach from home, and thanks to Steve, 

that seemed to go smoothly.  Less easy were all the technological changes Frank has 

had to go through, in order to teach pupils online.  I apologise for the mixed 

metaphor, but as soon as he’s jumped through one hoop, they move the goal-posts! 

First it was the ‘Loom lessons’, which are 100 minutes of recorded lesson, filled with 
jolly videos, power points, etc., so that pupils don’t doze off.  The following week the 

teachers had to switch to ‘Google Classroom’ for ‘live lessons’, with a completely 
different set of technological instructions.  (Perhaps Frank could add film direction to 

his CV?)  Teachers also have to mark and give online feedback, of course - to a very 

tight deadline.)  In addition to this they are on rota to teach the vulnerable and Key 

Workers’ children in a bubble of mixed year-groups - and to teach the same group all 

day, including P.E.  I’m so glad I’m retired! 

The saddest change is that Jerome Sebestian and his mother Sumitha have left the 
area, to live near their relatives in the Midlands (remember our servers Agceya and 

Agsitha?) and to open a shop in Wolverhampton.  We wish them well.  Jerome is still 

attending Youth Group and Northwood School online, so part of him is still ‘here’ - 

but we shall miss him! 

On 22nd January the funeral was held in Church of Bob Young, whose death I 

reported in the previous issue.  His burial then took place at the Lawn Cemetery in 

Carpender’s Park. 

The service was kindly streamed by Steve so that friends and family, including some 

in South Africa and Austria, could watch.  David Heath played the organ and I sang.   
I also had the task of weaving the family memories into a funeral address - and 

learned even more about Bob than I had done through my visits to him and Kathie to 

administer Home Communion. 

Bob was a deeply kind, loving and generous man, adored by family and step-family 

alike.  He was also a very skilled draughtsman, some of whose illustrations for 

advertisements became very well known: remember Kia-Ora and the posters for 

National Savings?  Bob and Kathie were also staunch supporters of the Pinner and 

District Community Association -at which Bob’s artistic talents also came into play -as 

well as West House and other local organisations.  Bob wasn’t just a busy person: he 

was also very well-liked by all.  He was great fun, a prolific story-teller, and had quite 
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a mischievous sense of humour!  His tales of his time in Germany, both before and 

during his National Service, were hilarious! 

What you might not know is how much Bob was part of St. Edmund’s community, 

though not necessarily at the centre of things.  Bob and Kathie were married here in 

1995, and Bob supported the church in a number of different ways, such as 
Gardening Day and Fr. Bruce’s painting expeditions; moreover, you can witness his 

calligraphic talent in the Book of Remembrance.  When Kathie became housebound, 

they received Communion at home, but Bob would still turn up for Midnight Mass.  A 

friend of theirs referred to him as ‘one of the unsung heroes of Pinner’: I am glad I 

had the privilege of knowing him.  May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Others of our own have departed to their eternal home.  Iris Golding, was one: she 

was aged 99.  Hilda Greenfield was with her when she died.  My memories of her 

were having interesting chats, either after church or over tea at the Wilkins’.  Another 

of our friends who has sadly departed is Harold Talbot, who in his heyday did so 

much for the Scouts (see the article on p. 21).     Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

And what of those of us still walking this earth?  How 

are you all getting on?  We were alarmed to hear that 

Ruth Luck had caught Covid, but at the time of writing, 

news from her is good.  Also in the ‘Nineties Club’, , 

Margery Richards is well and in good spirits at home; 

her bones are mending and she even goes out for walks 

with her son Colin.  Rachel Windsor’s husband Michael 

is making good progress after a hospital procedure. 
Olive Fairclough is coping  well in lockdown - lovingly 

guarded by her cat, Bozley. 

Please let me know your news, and also keep in touch with each other.  Do join Zoom 

coffee mornings when you can: I’m trying to make this more of a priority, having  

been a backslider over the past few months.  The saying ‘the more the merrier’ is 
particularly true as we try to hold our Church family together!  We need each other. 

Ladies in Faith Together (LIFT) met on Zoom on 6th February 6th for a ‘breakfast’ 

meeting.  It’s always good (and important) to meet others from our fellow Christian 

communities in the area, and I particularly value the breakout groups as you get to 

know people a bit more personally.  Kate Patterson’s book ‘Living for Eternity: knowing 

the God of forever’ is now out, and looks to be inspirational, especially for those who 

are feeling low or have lost someone dear to them.  It is about looking at, and living, 
our lives in the light of eternity and our assurance of God’s eternal love.  Kate gave 

the talk to us, and I was moved to learn she had had a massive bereavement in the 

recent past.  Likewise, some of my second breakout group had sad stories to tell, but 

their faith shone through their struggles: I felt very humbled, as I’m so lucky.  Even 

though you may find the style of worship unfamiliar, I’d recommend attending LIFT 

when you can, to feel part of the wider local Christian community.  Fr. Michael 

advertises it in the Orbit. 
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The February all-age service took place on 7th.  It focused on the wonder of God’s 

creation and our place in it, the importance of the unity of the Church as the body of 

Christ, and the truth that we are stronger together than apart.  Fr. Michael’s sermon 

emphasised this by showing how a plaited rope of newspaper strips which were a lot 

more difficult to tear apart than single strips: it seems obvious but it made a good 
point about humankind!  Danika, Nathaniel, Abigail and Joyline took part online in 

their usual professional way, and there were some lovely hymns, plus one of my 

favourite anthems, ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’, arranged by John Rutter.  

I hope you’re enjoying the St. Edmund’s Lent course ‘Caring for Creation’ (it has yet to 
start at the time of writing).  Its theme is particularly relevant at this time in the 

history of our planet. 

Finally, I’d like to share with you a poem (by a proper poet this time) which I found 

inspiring, especially in these times when things have been very dark.  It’s about 
getting a glimpse of Eternity. 

 

 

THE BRIGHT FIELD  

by R. S. Thomas 
 

I have seen the sun break through 

to illuminate a small field 

for a while, and gone my way 

and forgotten it.  But that was the 

pearl of great price, the one field that had 

treasure in it.  I realise now 

that I must give all that I have 

to possess it.  Life is not hurrying 

on to a receding future, nor hankering after 

an imagined past.  It is the turning 

aside like Moses to the miracle of the lit bush, to a brightness 

that seemed as transitory as your youth 

once, but is the eternity that awaits you. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE PARISH OF ST. EDMUND’S 

   PART 13    Jenny Jones 

2003 

JANUARY   (26th)  Classic Concert; Vivien Banfield and The Concert Players -  

 Mozart: piano and oboe quartets. 

FEBRUARY   (9th)   The Orbit contained the following prayer - 

The Prayer of St. Alphonsus 

‘ My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love you above all things and I desire to possess you within my soul. 

Since I am unable to receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as being already there, and unite myself wholly to you, 

never permit me to be separated from you’ 

Fr. Bruce gave a sermon based on this prayer- this was during the scare over the 

SARS outbreak, when we were permitted receive only the Host.  A very similar 

situation to our own in 2020-2021. 

MARCH   (7th)  Women’s World Day of Prayer composed by women from Lebanon. 
 The service was held at Emmanuel Church. 

(12th)  Lent course began - ‘Death and Resurrection’. 

(16th)  Classic Concert; Piano recital by Vivien Banfield of music by Beethoven. 

(19th)  Lent course 2 - ‘Judgement and Eternal Life’. 

(26th)  Lent course 3 - ‘The Coming of Christ’. 

(29th)  Quiet morning at the Convent of St. Mary at the Cross, Edgware,  

 led by Brother Angelo SSF. 

 A sponsored Reading of the whole of the Gospel of St. Mark was held 
 in the Lady Chapel.  £500 was raised. 

APRIL   (23rd)  The Pilgrimage to Spain and Portugal departed. 

MAY   (1st)  The Pilgrims returned from Spain and Portugal. 

(11th)  Classic Concert;  music for four hands at the piano by Isabel Beyer and Harvey 

Dagul.  They brought several CDs of their music with them for sale, from which £87 

was raised, which was donated to St. Edmunds’ towards the Fund for disabled access. 

(20th)  An evening course was given on ‘The Methodist Tradition’ to explain the 

proposed Anglican/Methodist Covenant and to understand the similarities and 

differences between the two strands of Christian faith. 

(27th)  The London Diocesan Roadshow, preceded by Holy Communion.  The purpose 

was to spell out the financial situation that faced the Diocese and the possible 

consequences about clergy deployment in the parishes. 
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JUNE   (1st)  Beating the Bounds- the annual parish boundary walk, followed by tea. 

(1st - 6th)  Chaconne Brass workshop for the three local Primary schools 

 sponsored by Classic Concerts. 

(8th)  There was a retiring collection in aid of the St. Ethelberga Centre, which is 

being established by the Diocese to mark the 10thAnniversary of the IRA bomb in 

Bishopsgate.  The collection represented part of St. Edmunds’ response to the London 

Challenge. 

6.30 pm - BCP Choral Evensong and Devotions for Whit Sunday. 

(29th)  Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul.  The choir, including Peter Heath, sang a new 

setting of the Mass composed by Peter, who had been a boat boy here in1963 when 

his family attended St. Edmund’s. 

Classic Concerts’ Supper Concert;  Vivien Banfield and the Caspian String Quartet. 

JULY   (13th)  The Buildings Team presented the final drawings for the 3 schemes  

tendered to address the highest priority projects.  These concerned improving access 

to the buildings and improving toilet facilities by the disabled, and making the 

entrances to our buildings more attractive.  Everyone was asked to complete in a 

questionnaire with their comments. 

AUGUST   (26-29th)  Holiday Club. 

SEPTEMBER   (14th)  Classic Concert; Vivien Banfield - piano works by Bach & Chopin. 

(28th)  Harvest Festival gifts sent to Willesden St. Mary’s Centre for the homeless. 

OCTOBER   (4th)  Pilgrimage to Winchester.  Fr. Tony celebrated Mass in the Lady 

 Chapel.  It was the 22nd Anniversary of his Priesting. 

(5th) Fr. Nick Mercer appointed Director of Ministry for the Diocese of London.  

 The Communications Team published a leaflet to introduce St. Edmund’s  
 to a wider public and to draw attention to all the activities that take place. 

(11th)  The Choir took part in the Harrow Deanery Choirs’ Festival,  

 held at St. John’s Greenhill, Harrow. 

(18th)  Scout Group Quiz Supper. 

(19th)  Confirmation Service; The Right Reverend Bishop of Willesden officiated. 

(26th)  The St. Edmund’s Book of Additional Hymns was published. 

NOVEMBER  (8th) Organ Recital by Mark Hammond  -  ‘From Advent to Trinity’, 

 followed by cheese and wine, in aid of the Fund for disabled Access. 

DECEMBER   (2nd)  First of five Advent talks by Fr. Bruce - ‘From Abraham to Joshua’. 

(9th)    Second Advent talk - ‘From Joshua to the Exile’. 

(16th)  Third Advent talk - ‘From the Exile to John the Baptist’. 
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SOME MARCH CUSTOMS 
Please Note  -  for obvious reasons,  

most of these customs are not taking place this year.       Mike Godden 
 

  

WHUPPITY SCOORIE takes place in the early evening of 1st March, in the Scottish 
town of Lanark.  Local children gather outside St. Nicholas’ church, holding paper 

balls made from wrapping paper or newspaper, and attached to long strings.  As the 

church clock strikes six, and the bell starts to toll, the children run round the church, 
whirling their paper balls.  After three laps of the church there is a scramble for 

pennies distributed by members of the local Council.  The origins of the event are 

uncertain, but there are various theories about how it evolved.  One is that it came 

from a festival intended to celebrate spring and frighten off winter or evil spirits.  

Another is that it comes from an ancient religious penance where penitents were 

whipped three times round the church and afterwards “scoored” (washed) in the 

River Clyde. 

ST. PIRAN’S DAY is widely observed throughout Cornwall (of which county he is 

the Patron Saint) on or about 5th March 5th each year.  There are numerous events 
associated with the festival; several towns have processions, including Bodmin, Truro, 

Penzance, Launceston and Falmouth.  At Penzance there is a parade with hundreds of 

participants in the morning and in the evening Truro’s parade finishes with 

performances by schoolchildren, followed by a celebration of Cornish culture at the 

Cathedral. 

DURHAM ST CUTHBERT’S DAY.  Durham Cathedral is the final resting place of 

St. Cuthbert; and each year the Cathedral hosts a range of celebrations to mark his 

feast day on 20th March.  Prayers are said every day at his tomb all year, but for the 

feast a special festal Eucharist is also sung,  during which the congregation are invited 

to process to the Saint’s tomb in the feretory (shrine), accompanied by incense and 
specially written pieces of music.  Also on a day near to the feast there is a walk 

organised by the Northumbrian Association, which sets off in the morning from the 

church at Chester-le-Street and arrives at the Cathedral during the afternoon, carrying 

the Banner of St. Cuthbert, to be welcomed by prayers at the Shrine. 

OXFORD THOMAS CRANMER COMMEMORATION.  21st March 21st marks the 

anniversary of the martyrdom of Thomas Cranmer, Henry VIII’s Archbishop of 

Canterbury, who was executed for heresy by Mary I in 1556.  The impressive Martyr’s 

Memorial, outside Balliol College in the High Street, is a permanent commemoration 

of his execution all year round, along with those of Bishops Latimer and Ridley, and 
on the anniversary a special service and wreath laying ceremony are held in his 

memory.  Cranmer compiled the Book of Common Prayer still is use today; and the 

commemoration is organised by the Prayer Book Society.  The day begins with matins 

at St. Mary’s Church, where the trial of the Archbishop took place, and a procession of 

robed clergy follows the service, with a stop for prayers at the cross marking the place 

of his execution on Broad Street, before wreaths are laid at the Martyrs Memorial.  

Related prayers and lectures follow during the afternoon. 
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TICHBORNE DOLE is one of the longest established charity doles in the country, 

with a great legend attached to it.  In Tichbourne House, near Winchester, as Lady 

Mabella lay on her deathbed in the 12th century, she requested that she should be 

able to leave a charitable bequest of land to provide flour for the needy locals; her 

husband Sir Roger said that she could have all the land that she could walk around 
while carrying a single burning brand from the fire.  He didn’t expect that she would 

encircle 23 acres before the flame expired but as the lady also cursed anyone who 

interfered with the annual dole, he didn’t dare to refuse her request.  Today, locals 

are still entitled to claim a gallon of flour per head from outside the House on 25th 

March; the flour is blessed by the Priest, and distributed from a large wooden bin.  It’s 

a condition of the lease of the House that any tenant must continue the custom. 

SPITAL SERMON.  The church of St. Lawrence Jewry is the setting for an annual 

endowed sermon, a survivor from the 14th century, when it was originally preached 

from the old open-air pulpit at St. Mary Spital.  The sermons were originally intended 

to attract donations and bequests to the almshouse on the site.  A visiting bishop is 
invited to preach by the Lord Mayor; the theme from the Bishop of London in 2019 

was The Spread of Truth (historically it was frequently The Resurrection).  Nowadays 

it’s held to coincide with meeting of the Court of Common Council, so has shifted 

from its original date just after Easter and takes place during February or March.  

Attendance includes the Lord Mayor, the Court of Aldermen, Common Councilmen 

and the governors of Bridewell and Christ’s Hospital, and a choir from pupils of either 

Christ’s Hospital or King Edward’s School, Witley. 

NEWARK PENNY LOAF.  Alderman Hercules Clay lived in Newark-on-Trent in 

Nottinghamshire during the time of the Civil War; for three nights in a row he dreamt 
of his house burning and he took this as an omen, moving out just before the house 

was indeed damaged by fire in the siege.  In gratitude for his family’s escape, he left 

funds in his will to found a charity dole of penny loaves for distribution to the needy 

on the Sunday nearest the anniversary of 11th March.  Nowadays the special bread-

themed service still takes place at St. Mary Magdalene Church in Newark, with 

Alderman Clay’s Bible on the altar; local dignitaries process to the Church from the 

Town Hall; small loaves are distributed to local charities for the homeless. 

ORANGES AND LEMONS DAY.  The nursery rhyme mentions several churches in 

the City of London; one of them, St. Clement Danes, holds an annual service to 

commemorate it.  In mediæval times, the churchyard of St. Clement’s reached the 
bank of the river, and cargoes of fruit were liable to tolls when transported through it, 

hence the association in the rhyme.  Since a special service held in 1919 to mark the 

re-hanging of the church bells, the church has hosted the unique Oranges and Lemons 

Service in which children from the local Primary School each receive an orange and a 

lemon to take home.  The service includes performances by each of the classes in 

school, including dance, song, poetry readings and more following an opening 

ceremony featuring the school handbell ringers and a spirited performance of the 

Oranges and Lemons nursery rhyme actions.  At the end of the service (weather 

permitting), tables are set up outside the church door with the fruit upon them, and 
the clergy hand out fruit to the children as they leave. 
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HYMN OF THE MONTH 

Mike Godden 

  

Part of the Liturgy for Palm Sunday is the Procession of Palms -a prologue to the 

Principal service of the day (usually a Sung Eucharist).  Once the procession has 

entered the Church, the processional hymn (“All Glory , Laud and Honour”)  

is followed by this hymn, which continues the interpretation of the Gospels’ account 

of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem at the start of Holy Week. 

 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry, 

Thy humble beast pursues his road 

 With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 In lowly pomp ride on to die: 

O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin 

 O’er captive death and conquered sin. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 The wingèd squadrons of the sky 

Look down with sad and wondering eyes 

 To see the approaching sacrifice. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 

The Father on His sapphire throne 

 Awaits His own anointed Son. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain, 

 Then take, O God, Thy power, and reign. 

 

The hymn was written by Rev. Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868), historian. poet, 

dramatist, author and theologian.  He was born in London, the third son of Sir Francis 

Milman, (physician to George III), and educated at Eton and Brasenose College, 

Oxford.  He was ordained in 1816,  and became Vicar of St Mary’s, Reading.  He was 

elected professor of poetry at Oxford in 1821, and in 1835 he was made Rector of St. 

Margaret’s, Westminster, then in 1849 he became Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral. 
 

Milman wrote a number of dramatic works, largely on religious and classical themes, 

and authored other works, including histories of Judaism and Christianity.  He wrote 

a number of hymns, published in 1837 in his “Selection of Psalms and Hymns”.   
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His poetical works were published in three volumes in 1839.  At the time of his death 

he had almost finished a history of St. Paul’s Cathedral, which was completed and 

published by his son.  He is buried in the crypt of St. Paul’s. 
 

The tune most often used for the hymn is “Winchester New”, which is also used for 

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (see December 2020 magazine).  Its original 

version was published in Hamburg, Germany, in 1690 by Georg Wittwe.  It was re-

arranged to its present form by Rev. William Havergal (1793 - 1870) in his “Old 

Church Psalmody” of 1864.  Havergal was born at High Wycombe, educated at the 

Merchant Taylors’ School, Northwood and St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, and was 

ordained in 1816, the same year as Rev. Milman. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

FEBRUARY Crossword Solution 
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HAROLD TALBOT R.I.P. 

Marjorie Pimm 

  

It was with sadness that we learned of the death of Harold Talbot on 3rd February 
2021 at the age of 94. 

Harold and his family attended St. Edmund’s for over 60 years - being involved in 
both social and fund-raising events.  However, he was probably best known for his 

long association with the 2nd Northwood (St. Edmund’s) Scout Group - his son Clive, 

had been through both Cub and Scout sections.  Harold became a highly valued 

member of both the Group and District, sitting on committees, and helping at 

numerous events throughout the year, but he will be particularly remembered at  

2nd Northwood for his mammoth fund raising commitments, mainly masterminding 

the twice yearly Jumble Sales, the income from which are so vital for the Group’s 
survival.  He somehow managed to coerce even the most reluctant amongst us into 

collecting, sorting and selling other peoples’ cast offs and many fine friendships were 

formed over the years as a result.  

In the early 1970s, the Scout Group also helped with organising the Church’s Summer 
Fair, which in those days was held in the gardens of the old Vicarage in Pinner Hill 

Road, the reward for which was being allowed to keep half the profits.  The event 

initially consisted of small side-shows but gradually grew larger and more 

sophisticated and so transferred to the church grounds.  The Scouts were given the 

responsibility of the Bottle Stall - Harold and his family devoting all year to collecting 

bottles and tins to stock it.  He also ran film shows for children in the Small Hall at 

the Summer Fairs and at the Christmas Bazaars. 

Whilst in office, Harold held the roles of Scout leader, Group Scout Leader and 
Chairman, setting up the Beaver Scouts, attending camps and acting as the link 

between the Group and District.  In 1993 he was awarded the Medal of Merit, and in 

2006 the prestigious Silver Acorn - a St. George’s Day Award by the Chief Scout given 

for distinguished service over 20 years.   

In 2019 he received The Chief Scout’s Award for completion of 50 Years’ Service to 

Scouting, and was elected Honorary President of the 2nd Northwood Scout Group at 

their Annual General Meeting.  A large gathering of Scouts, Leaders, parents and 
well- wishers attended to hear the District Chairman pay tribute to Harold for all he 

had done for the Group over the past 50 years.  He responded that as he was no 

longer 21 he felt he should stand down from the Committee, having been attending 

meetings and dealing with Jumble Sale publicity up until that time.  It was a 

wonderful evening, full of laughter and reminiscing, and a well-deserved and fitting 

acknowledgement for all that Harold had achieved at 2nd Northwood. 

Harold and his wife Pam lived in Blythwood Road for many years until they moved to 
a residential home in Hatch End.  Pam died a few years ago - they had been married 

for 65 years. 

We send our love and prayers to his son and daughter, Clive and Karen, and their 
families.  
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MARCH  CROSSWORD 

 

 

DOWN 

1 Where some of the seed scattered by 

the sower fell (Matthew 13:4) (4) 

2 Sexually immoral person whom God 

will judge (Hebrews 13:4) (9)  

3 Gospel leaflet (5)  

4 Physical state of the boy brought to 

Jesus for healing (Mark 9:18) 

5 Tugs (anag.) (4)  

6 To put forth (5)  

10 Nationality associated with St. Patrick 

(5) 

11 Leader of the descendants of Kohath  

(1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)  

12 ‘After this, his brother came out, 

ACROSS 

1. The earth is one (6) 

4. ‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ 

(6)  

7. ‘I am the — vine and my Father is the 

gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)  

8. The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at 

the time of Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:1) (8)  

9. ‘Your — should be the same as that of 

Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 2:5) (8)  

13. Jesus said that no one would put a 

lighted lamp under this (Luke 8:16) (3)  

16. Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)  

17. Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)  

19. Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding 

(Mark 5:11) (8) 

24. What jeering youths called Elisha on the 

road to Bethel (2 Kings 2:23) (8) 

25. The Venerable — , eighth-century 

Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)  

26. 8 Across issued a decree that this should 

take place (Luke 2:1) (6)  

27. Come into prominence  

(Deuteronomy 13:13) (6) 

 with his hand grasping — heel’ 

(Genesis 25:26) (5)  

13 At Dothan the Lord struck the 

Arameans with — at Elisha’s request  

(2 Kings 6:18) (9)  

14 ‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you 

will — three times that you know me’ 

(Luke 22:34) (4)  

15 Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)  

18 ‘When I — , I am still with you’  

(Psalm 139:18) (5)  

20 Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)  

21 Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth  

(Acts 16:14) (5)  

22 Does (anag.) (4)  

23 The second set of seven cows in 

Pharaoh’s dream were this 

(Genesis 41:19) (4) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church of St. Edmund the King has been serving 

the Parish of Northwood Hills since 1934. 

The Parish is in the Harrow Deanery of 

the Willesden Episcopal Area of the Diocese of London 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Edmund was the devout young King of the East Angles, 

martyred by the Danes for his allegiance to Christ 

in the year 869 when he was 29 years old. 

The crown and arrows of the church crest 

symbolise his Kingship and Martyrdom. 
 
 

 

 

 

 


