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WEBSITE:     www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk 

VICAR The Reverend Michael Miller  (020) 8866 9230 
The Vicarage, 
2 Pinner Road,  Northwood   HA6 1QS 

ASSISTANT CURATE The Reverend Helen Hutchins    01923 824 741 

 e-mail:  helenhutchins@hotmail.co.uk 

LAY MINISTER Miss Sarah Parnaby (020) 8866 8309 
   

SERVICES   

 Due to Covid-19 the Church is currently offering a restricted schedule 
of Services.  This includes a 10 am Sunday Eucharist,  
and other Services, all streamed from our website or from YouTube.   
Please see our website for the latest information. 
 

 

 SPECTRUM ON SUNDAY (Sunday School) 

continues each Sunday at 11.30 am via video conference. 
Please contact Carol Diggins on 01923 825 434 for more information. 

 
Arrangements for the SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession),  BAPTISMS,   
    FUNERALS,  WEDDINGS,  and BANNS OF MARRIAGE   please telephone the Vicar:    (020) 8866 9230 
 
   

OFFICERS   

Churchwardens: Mr Steve Castle,   3a Willows Close,  Pinner   HA5 3SY  (020) 8868 0482 
 Mr Chris Ambrose 01923 825 524 
 e-mail:  churchwardens@stedmundtheking.org.uk 

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Clare Moses 07950 863 250 

 e-mail:  claremoses@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr James Mair (020) 8428 1349 

Director of Music: Mr Mark Hammond,   39
B
 Carlton Avenue,  Kenton   HA3 8AX (020) 8909 2687 

Hall Bookings: Mr Steve Castle,   3a Willows Close,  Pinner   HA5 3SY  (020) 8868 0482 

  

ORGANISATIONS  

SPECTRUM ON SUNDAY:

 

Mrs Carol Diggins   e-mail:  diggins124@aol.com 01923 825 434 

Flower Guild: Mrs Rachel Windsor,   6 Chester Road,  Northwood   HA6 1BQ 01923 822 752 

Women’s Guild: Mrs Hilda Greenfield 
Mrs Connie Ambrose 

01923 823 134 
01923 825 524 

Badminton Club: Messrs Peter & Mike Gant,   Flat 7,  2 Lily Close,  Pinner   HA5 3JT (020) 8868 4989 

Arrow Players:  Mr Michael Godden 01296 631 975 

Classic Concerts: Mrs Marjorie Pimm,   2 Northwood Way,  Northwood  HA6 1AT 01923 821 869 

Youth Group: Mr Steve Castle,   3a Willows Close,  Pinner   HA5 3SY (020) 8868 0482 

Scout Group: awaiting new appointment 
 

   

MAGAZINE   

Hon. Editor: Mrs Jenny Jones,   19 Latimer Close,  Pinner   HA5 3RB  (020) 8866 7173 
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WELCOME 

to the online edition of this magazine. 
 

In the current circumstances, we are publishing on our website 
so that you don’t miss out on the regular monthly issue. 

 

If you know someone who does not have internet access  
and would like a printed copy of this magazine,  

please contact Steve Castle at 
steven.castle@saintedmundschurch.org.uk  

giving their name and postal address  
(having first obtained their permission  
to supply this personal information). 

 
 

There is no Letter from Fr. Michael in this issue; 
he is currently publishing a letter  

within St. Edmund’s weekly Newsletter (“The Orbit”),  
which is now sent by e-mail and is available on our website. 

 

If you would like to receive the Newsletter by e-mail  
you can subscribe by completing the form at 

https://tinyurl.com/subscribe-orbit 
or by visiting www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk  

and clicking the “Subscribe” link underneath “Weekly Newsletter”. 
 

The Sunday 10am Eucharist is now being celebrated  
with a congregation inside Church and online.   

Places inside Church are limited  
due to the distancing requirements.   

Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.   
Masks must be worn unless exempt.  

In order to reduce the risk of virus transmission  
some doors and windows remain open during the service.   

You are advised to wrap up warm if the weather is cold. 
 

All services will continue to be available online.  They can be 
accessed from the website www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk  

or via the weekly St. Edmund’s Newsletter –  
see above for how to access the Newsletter. 
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CALENDAR AND PRINCIPAL SERVICE READINGS FOR MAY 2021 
    

1 Sat St. Philip and St. James, Apostles 

2 SUN 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 8.26-40,  1 John 4.7-21,  John 15.1-8 

9 SUN 6th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 10.44-end,  1 John 5.1-6,  John 15.9-17 

14 Fri St. Matthias, Apostle 

16 SUN 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER;  FEAST of THE ASCENSION  
    (transferred from Thursday 13th May) 

Acts 1.4-11,  Ephesians 1.15-end,  Luke 24.44-end 

Please note - Beating The Bounds will not take place this year 

23 SUN THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

Acts 2.1-21,  Romans 8.22-27,  John 15.26-27;16.4b-15 

31 Mon Visit of the Blessèd Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 

30 SUN TRINITY SUNDAY 

Isaiah 6.1-8,  Romans 8.12-17,  John 3.1-17 
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JUNE  MAGAZINE 
 

 
 

All contributions for the June 

Magazine to be with Jenny Jones by 

Friday 14th May 

020 8866 7173 

   
ST. EDMUND’S 

WOMEN’S GUILD, 

BADMINTON CLUB 

and 

SCOUT GROUP 

meetings are all cancelled 

until further notice 

 

THE YOUTH GROUP 
continues  

each Wednesday at 7.30 pm 
via video conference. 
Contact Steve Castle 

on 020 8868 0482 
for more information. 

 

 ASCENSION DAY - 40 DAYS WITH THE RISEN CHRIST 

40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day.  These are the 40 days during which the 
Risen Christ appeared again and again to His disciples, following His death and 

resurrection.  

The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 40 days.  Jesus 
was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, 

in houses, etc. He strengthened and encouraged His disciples, and at last opened their 

eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the Messiah.  Jesus also told them 

that as the Father had sent Him, He was now going to send them - to all corners of 

the earth, as His witnesses. 

St. Luke concludes his Gospel thus : “Then Jesus had led them out as far as Bethany, 
and, lifting up His hands, He blessed them. While He was blessing them, He withdrew 

from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped Him, and returned 

to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple, praising God.” 

This year at St. Edmund’s we celebrate the Ascension on Sunday 16th May. 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

      Sarah Parnaby 

  

A big thank you for all the thought, hard work, creativity, calmness (on the surface at 
least!) and technical ingenuity that went into our online Holy Week and Easter 

services.  As usual, St. Edmund’s rose to the occasion and achieved new and great 

things.  Who would have thought that the dramatised readings of the Gospel could 

include recorded crowd responses as well as the major characters speaking live from a 

variety of different locations?  (Not to mention the tricky filming of the lighting of the 

Holy Fire…)  Steve must have felt a bit like Pilate sweating over which way to turn in 
his dealing with the Jewish authorities, the crowds and the enigma of Jesus!  

Nevertheless, his (Steve’s, that is!) expertise won through, and we are very grateful.   

The services were also enriched by reflective and moving sermons, inspiring images 
and video-clips, the lovely singing and playing of Mark and Helen, and the very 

beautiful floral decorations in the church at Easter.  We sincerely hope that the 

church will now stay open - but I felt that owing to the Team’s efforts and the 

atmosphere they created, there was a sense in which we were still together at Easter - 

and we were safe.  For those who did feel isolated, I offer my sympathy and pray that 

our separation will not need to happen again. 

The death of the Duke of Edinburgh on 9th April came as something of a shock, in 
spite of his great age and his recent spell in hospital.  The news appears to have had 

an effect on a broader range of the population than some might have expected.  For 

those of us who were born shortly after the war (my birth was a week after the 

Queen’s accession) he has simply always been there: an unassuming but amiable and 

interested presence, supporting Her Majesty on every possible occasion; handsome, 
dignified, sometimes a bit terse but more often displaying more than a spark of good-

natured humour.  He was full of energy, enterprise and initiative - very much a 

person in his own right - yet always with his support of his Queen as his main focus. 

I guess it was his energy, his sense of adventure, his passion to help the young, that 
caused such a warm and touching response to the news of his death from members of 

the younger generations, especially those who had been, or still are, involved with his 

Award Scheme.  This is something that has not only enriched their lives, but also 

given them plenty of stories to tell their own children. 

…Like this one, which I suspect would have made the Duke hoot with laughter:- 

A group of my pupils on a D of E orienteering course got lost in the woods somewhere 
near Wendover.  (They had also previously got lost getting to Wendover by train!) 

The sun had almost set and the shadows were long and spooky.  They were beginning 

to panic.  Suddenly, in a clearing, they came upon a ‘gingerbread’-type cottage.  Not 

having read the fairy-tales, they knocked on the door. Immediately they were 

surrounded by a swarm of armed policemen!  They had arrived at one of the gates of 

Chequers, where security was higher than usual on that day, as the then prime 

Minister, David Cameron, was celebrating his birthday there! 
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But back to the Duke.  You will have read and heard an enormous amount about him 
in recent weeks, and even the most Royalist among you (mentioning no names!) will 

probably have learnt at least one thing you didn’t know, either about his abilities, his 

career or his character.  Therefore I will stick with one of the most inspiring aspects of 

his life as far as all the generations are concerned: his wonderful, supportive, loving 
73-year-old marriage to the Queen.  From the outside it may have looked to some like 

a fairy-tale.  However, like all marriages, especially those in the public eye, and living 

through such changing times, it must of course have taken a great deal of hard work, 

loyalty, determination and patience on both sides.  We have been inspired and 

encouraged by it - a human picture of God’s faithfulness - and we mourn, both for 

and with the Queen and her family, to which many of us, in a strange way, feel we 

have the privilege of belonging.       

Farewell, Your Highness: wishing you a fair wind and a following sea. 

 

 

 

As I write, the temperature outside is rising a bit, and the signs of spring are 
becoming more abundant.  I hope and pray that ‘Life in its abundance’ will become 

our theme as the weeks progress.  I pray too that we can enjoy Life in all its richness 

with increasing hope, and that sense of spiritual liberation which is in keeping with 

Pentecost, the birthday of the Church! 
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PENTECOST REFLECTIONS 

From material supplied by www.parishpump.co.uk 

  
 

The celebration of Pentecost this month could be described as a birthday party for the 
Church, as we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit to the first disciples (Acts 2:1-13). 

What are we celebrating?  
 

GOD’S PROMISE 
 

The disciples obeyed Jesus’ instructions as they gathered in the Upper Room: ‘Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised’.  They met expectantly in 

prayer for God’s promised gift. Just as we look forward to birthday presents, how 

eager are we to receive more of the Spirit in our lives?  
 

GOD’S POWER 
 

‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit’.  The disciples needed the power of the 

Spirit to be different: not fearfully gathered behind locked doors, but energised to 

make Christ known.  The Spirit can transform our lives into the likeness of Jesus and 

give gifts to equip our witness.  Although the disciples’ experience of this power was 

overwhelming, it was essentially an encounter with God’s love.  For us, this can be 

equally emotional or quiet, but all are included. 
 

GOD’S PURPOSE 
 

The disciples ‘began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’  The Spirit 

empowered their witness, so that everyone heard them speaking in their own ‘native 
language’.  We all have a story to tell of God’s activity in our lives and it is the Spirit 

who translates our words and actions into a language that those around can 

understand. 

 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,  

and a tongue rested on each of them.   

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit  

and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
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HYMN OF THE MONTH 

Mike Godden 

  

The celebration of Christ’s Ascension occurs 40 days after Easter.  At that time,  

He commissioned His disciples to continue His work, promising the gift of the  

Holy Spirit, and then He is no longer among them in the flesh.  The arrival of the 

promised gift of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost completes and crowns the 

Easter Festival.   

In the Gospel according to John, Chapter 20, Jesus said to his disciples ‘Peace be with 

you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’  When He had said this, He breathed 

on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’  We have a hymn that expresses 

our aspiration for renewal by that same Spirit. 

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

 Fill me with life anew, 

That I may love what Thou dost love 

 And do what Thou wouldst do. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

 Until my heart is pure, 

Until with Thee I will one will, 

 To do and to endure. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

 Till I am wholly Thine, 

Till all this earthly part of me 

 Glows with Thy fire divine. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

 So shall I never die, 

But live with Thee the perfect life 

 Of Thine eternity. 

 

This wonderfully uplifting text was written by Rev. Edwin Hatch (1835-1889)  

and published in 1886.  He was born in Derby, at Pembroke College, Oxford,  

and ordained in 1859.  A teacher of classics and church history, he taught at Trinity 

College, Toronto, and in Quebec City (1862-1867).  In 1867 he returned to Oxford, 

where he served the academic world with distinction, particularly as a specialist  

on early Christian history.  

There are a number of tunes used for the hymn, but the one to which we are most 

used is (one of several) called “Carlisle”, written in 1791 by Charles Lockhart (1745-

1815).  He was an organist in London, gaining musical and choral distinction despite 

being blind from infancy. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE PARISH OF ST. EDMUND’S 

   PART 15    Jenny Jones 

2005 

JANUARY   (8th - 15th)  Arrow Players celebrate the 40th anniversary of St. Edmund’s 

Pantomimes with “Dick Whittington”.  Donations given after 

the performances for the Mayor’s chosen charity for disabled 

children totalled £488. 

(18th)  The After School Service re-started after the Christmas break. 

(23rd)  Classic Concerts - Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet in A major and String Quartet  
           in D minor, paled by The Concert Players. 150 people attended. 

FEBRUARY   (5th)  Quiz Supper in aid of the Disabled Access Fund; £400 raised. 

(9th)  Ash Wednesday.  The 8pm Service was followed by the Dedication of the 

Lectern Fail for use during Lent and Advent.  This was the last of four Lectern 
Falls given in memory of Doreen Mitchell.  All were made by Evelyn Jennings. 

(12th)  First of two Saturday sessions at 10.30am (after Holy Communion at 9.30am) 

           entitled ‘Listening in Everyday Life’. 

(13th)  Classic Concert - Haydn’s ‘Last Words of Our Saviour on The Cross’,  
           played by The Caspian String Quartet; narration by Mike Godden. 

(15th)  Women's Guild meeting - ‘The History of Pinner '; speaker was Pat Clarke. 

(26th)  The second Saturday session on ‘Listening in Everyday Life’. 

MARCH   (1st)  Women’s Guild - Fr. Tony Andrews spoke on Hospital Visiting. 

8pm  Lent course part 1 - ‘Understanding the Sacraments - The Sacramental Life’. 

(8th)  Lent course part 2 - ‘Understanding the Sacraments - The Eucharist’. 

(13th)   Passion Sunday - 6.30pm  A Service of Music for Passiontide,  
            including Sir John Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’, sung by the augmented choir. 

(15th)  Lent course part 3 - ‘Understanding the Sacraments - The Healing Sacraments’. 

APRIL   (5th)  Women’s Guild - A talk on Kew Gardens given by Jenny Jones. 

(11th)  St. Edmund’s Pilgrimage to Prague and Vienna began. 

(23rd)  7.30pm Gala Charity Concert in aid of the British Heart Foundation  
           and Cancer Active. 

(28th - 30th)  Arrow Players’ 40th Anniversary Production - ‘Murdered to Death’. 

MAY   (22nd)  Trinity Sunday.  The new revised book of Common Worship and Daily 

                      Prayer now available. 
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JUNE   (12th)   Palm Court Gala by Shelley van Loen and The Palm Court Strings, 
celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the start of ‘Classic Concerts at  

St. Edmund’s’.  There were two performances: one at 3.30pm followed 

a strawberry tea and a second  at 7.30 pm followed by a champagne 

supper. 

(15th)  Fund raising evening at the home of Rachel and Michael Windsor.   

           Music by Glenn Miller was the background to a delightful evening  

           in aid of the Disabled Access Fund. 

(28th)  8 pm - an evening to watch a video of the Pilgrimage to Prague and Vienna, 

           followed by refreshments.  £285 raised for the Disabled Access Fund. 

JULY   (5th)  Women’s Guild - A talk about Beatrix Potter by Jenny Cutcliffe. 

(19th)  Women’s Guild - a visit to the Pinner Synagogue. 

AUGUST   (16th)  A Summer Lunch was given by Janette Dingley at her home.   

                          £291 raised for the Disabled Access Fund. 

(22nd -24th)  Spectrum 5 Holiday Club ‘Desert Detectives’.  80 children attended.   

Each day the young leaders provided a humorous short comedy -  

the characters were mistakenly searching for God's sword.  Parents were 

invited to attend on the last morning.  Three of the young leaders were 

presented with gifts to mark that they had been involved in each  

Holiday Club since its inception 12 years ago. 

SEPTEMBER   (20th)  Women’s Guild - A talk by Jack Warrick on about Cornwall. 

(23rd)  The Painting Group visited Aldenham for the day. 

(25th)  Harvest Festival Service followed by Harvest Lunch.  The Harvest gifts were 

           sent to the Woking Shelter for men via the Salvation Army. 

(28th)  Imam Adil Farooqi came to talk to us about Islam and Christianity. 

OCTOBER   (2nd)  Classic Concert - Piano pieces for four hands, played by Isabel 

                           Beyer and Harvey Dagul. 

(22nd)  Day Pilgrimage to Ely Cathedral, including a guided tour  

                                         and Holy Communion in one of the chapels. 

NOVEMBER   (1st)  Women’s Guild - A talk by Sidney Moss  

                                                        on the Council of Christians and Jews. 

(6th)  Classic Concert - Brahms - Rhapsodies for Piano and Quintet for Clarinet and 

                                    Strings, played by Vivien Banfield and The Concert Players. 

(21st)  The Cubs had a sponsored Silent pack meeting in aid of Children In Need. 

(27th)  A Service of Music for the beginning of Advent, including excerpts from Part 1 

           of Handel’s ‘Messiah’, sung by the augmented choir. 

DECEMBER   (6th)  Women’s Guild - Christmas Carols. 
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SOME MAY CUSTOMS 
Please Note  -  for obvious reasons,  

most of these customs are not taking place this year.       Mike Godden 
 

  

There are a large number of local customs in May, mostly associated with either May 
Day (1st) or Oak Apple Day (29th), which celebrates the restoration of the Monarchy 

in Charles II.  These customs involve variously “Obby Hosses” (many local variations 

of spelling!), Jacks-in-the Green, Morris Men, mummers, figures of Giants, huge 
flower garlands, Maypoles.  The May Day celebrations mostly have their origins in 

rites-of Spring and/or fertility of one sort or another. 

HELSTON (CORNWALL) FLORA DAY AND FURRY DANCE.  This is one of the 
oldest surviving May customs celebrating the end of winter and coming of spring.  

Dances are performed throughout the day, starting at the Guildhall with the Early 

Morning Dance, followed by the traditional performance of the Hal-an-Tow, which is 

a play and dialect song, and then the Children’s Dance.  At noon the principal or 

Furry Dance takes the form of a procession, also starting at the Guildhall, of elegantly 

dressed ladies and gentlemen who wind their way around town, even passing through 

houses and shops.  The Final Dance of the day starts in the late afternoon, in which 

anyone can take part. The whole town is decorated for the event; the day even has its 

own unique tune (similar to the well-known Floral Dance tune). 

MINEHEAD HOBBY HORSE.  May Day in Minehead, Somerset,  is the main event 
for the two Hobby Horses who tour the town: the Sailors Horse and the Town Horse.  

They are 8 foot long canvas covered frames carried by masked men, with swinging 

rope tails.  The history  of the custom dates back hundreds of years - they perform 
accompanied by musicians and money-collectors called Gullivers.  they start off at the 

Quay outside The Old Ship Aground pub; there follows a tour of the nearby village of 

Dunster. 

PADSTOW MAY DAY.  Padstow, Cornwall,  has two hobby horses who tour the 
town every 1st May: the Old ’Oss and Blue Ribbon ’Oss who are really men inside 

elaborately constructed costumes with painted masks.  They dance separately all day 

accompanied by a Teaser with a stick, and musicians playing their special May Song; 

at intervals the ’Oss ‘dies’ and is revived and in the evening the two dance together.  

Origins of the custom are lost in the mists of time - fertility rites are often suggested 

but no-one really knows. 

OXFORD MAY DAY SINGING.  Each May Day morning the choir of Magdalen 
College climb to the top of the college tower to sing a Te Deum to the assembled 

crowd below.  There is also bell ringing, and entertainers and Morris dancing to 

welcome in the month of May.  The origins of the custom are believed to lie in 

festivities of 1509 to celebrate the completion of the magnificent tower; it is a firm 
fixture in the Oxford calendar.  The festivities continue throughout the morning with 

merrymaking at several locations around the city. 
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THE CASTLETON GARLAND is a flower-covered framework covering the Garland 

King, who leads a procession on horseback around the village on Castleton, 

Derbyshire, accompanied by his Queen.  It is over 3 feet high and weighs around 

nearly 5 stone.  Spectators are given sprigs of oak to adorn themselves.  The band 

plays a special tune and the procession includes children who perform the Garland 
Dance at stops en route before gathering at the maypole for a ribbon dance.  

Afterwards the garland is winched up the church tower, until the flowers have wilted.  

The origins of the custom are obscure and go back centuries. 

GREAT WISHFORD GROVELY CEREMONIES.  The origins of these Ceremonies 
at Great Wishford, near Salisbury, lie in the rights of the villagers to collect wood for 

fuel from the woods nearby - charters still exist from Elizabethan times which 

stipulate conditions which must be met in order to keep those rights alive.  A group of 

dancers must go to Salisbury Cathedral and declaim “Grovely”! Grovely! And all 

Grovely!” and while this originally took place during Whit week , the festivities now 

occur on 29th May every year - Oak Apple Day.  The day begins with a raucous tin can 

band to wake everyone up, participated in keenly by the children armed with 

anything from trumpets to bin lids, followed by a procession into the forest with 

banners to gather the wood; houses in the village are decorated with bunting and 
boughs.  The group of dancers, in period costume, still perform outside Salisbury 

Cathedral then lay branches on the altar there in the morning during a very brief 

service before returning home for a further procession and traditional village fair. 

There’s maypole dancing, stalls, food and entertainment. 

WIRKSWORTH CARNIVAL AND WELL DRESSING.  The weekend of the May 
Spring Bank Holiday is the Carnival weekend, which includes a traditional well-

dressing festival.  Well dressing is a beautiful and popular custom, particularly in 

Derbyshire and the Peak District, in which springs and wells are decorated with 

panels worked in flower petals and other natural materials to form a design.  

Religious scenes are common but not exclusively so.  The custom seems to date back 

to the 18th century at least; many villages take part during the summer.  In addition to 

the Dedication service for the wells at St. Mary’s Church followed by a perambulation 
around all the wells, the Carnival Queen has her coronation in the churchyard, there 

are stalls, music, picnics, sports and many other activities.  On the Bank Holiday 

Monday there is a big parade through the town. 

GAWTHORPE MAYPOLE. As well as hosting the World Coal Carrying 
Championships, the village of Gawthorpe in Yorkshire is famed for its annual Maypole 

Celebrations, held on the first Saturday in May.  It’s one of the most well established 

events of its kind.  A procession of floats, dignitaries, fancy-dress clad revellers and 

musicians accompanies the May Queen and her attendants; it winds its way around a 

four-and-a-half mile route starting from the local school and finishing at the Maypole 

Green.  There the schoolchildren perform a series of intricate ribbon-plaiting dances 

around the maypole; there is also funfair and a host of other entertainments. 

BLACKAWTON WORMCHARMING.  This Festival is held each year on the Sunday 
of the May Day Bank Holiday weekend at Blackawton, Devon.  The event begins in 

the village at Normandy Cross, where entrants must register at Worm HQ (the village 
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bus shelter for the rest of the year) by noon. The local Blackawton Morris side lead a 

procession to the George Inn where maypole dancing and a Toast to the Worms take 

place before proceeding to the Secret Field for the contest.  Teams of wormcharmers 

must comprise 3 contestants : a Charmerer, a Pickerer and a Counterer, and they 

must gather as many worms as possible from a metre-square plot in 15 minutes.  
Worming Up is a 5-minute preamble for the competitors to encourage the worms to 

join in; no digging, forking or noxious substances are allowed and the Worm Master’s 

decision is final.  There’s also a dog show, fancy dress, live music, other fun events 

and plenty of food and drink. 

CHESTNUT SUNDAY.  Bushy Park near Hampton Wick is the setting for an annual 
appreciation of the beautiful Chestnut blossom on the trees, which were planted over 

300 years ago in the Avenue.  The event has been a popular one in the local calendar 

since Victorian times and it begins with a parade from the Park’s Teddington Gate, 

which processes down the mile-long Avenue to the Diana Fountain.  It’s traditionally 

held on the Sunday nearest 11th May, when the spectacle is at its finest.  As well as 

the parade there are local stalls, fairground rides, living history displays, music and 

plenty of refreshments.   Bushy Park is one of London’s Royal Parks and covers an 

area of over a thousand acres, which includes gardens, waterways and grassland, and 
herds of fallow and red deer. 

ELY HOOP TRUNDLE.  The origins of the Hoop Trundle lie in the reign of Henry 

VIII when Kings School was founded in 1541; the King apparently allowed the pupils 
to play games in the Cathedral grounds, including bowling hoops, and the Hoop 

Trundle takes place in memory of this.  Traditional coopered hoops are bowled along 

by the pupils, who wear their gowns for the competition and use wooden sticks to 

propel their hoops along the grass.  Winners receive wooden tankards and the glory 

of being champion trundlers!   

HIGH WYCOMBE WEIGHING THE MAYOR.  The Mayor of High Wycombe is 
weighed upon taking up office, and again a year later when the next incumbent takes 

on the annual role.  The Mayor will be seated on special brass scales - if weight loss 

has occurred during their term of office the crowd will cheer as it’s assumed they have 

been working hard, but if weight has been gained expect good-humoured booing.  

The custom dates from at least the 19th century and has plenty of ceremony including 

a Town Crier; all the officials and dignitaries are weighed, not just the Mayor.  

THE SHAFTESBURY BYZANT CEREMONY is an ancient practice dating back to 
1364.  It takes its name from the ceremonial mace carried at the event.  From its 

hilltop position, the Dorset town experienced problems with a reliable water supply, 

until an agreement was reached with neighbouring Enmore Green to utilise their well 
water in return for some tribute including silver pennies, bread and ale.  The custom 

celebrates the benefit of a clean water supply and takes place in mid May on a 

Sunday.  There is a procession following the ancient route to Enmore Green, 

including the Mayor and dignitaries and musicians in medieval costumes; the 

procession includes the blessing of key locations in the town and ends with 

consumption of penny loaves and Byzant beer.  There is also a treasure hunt for 7 

special pennies hidden around the route. 
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MAY  CROSSWORD 

 

 

DOWN 

1. Healed (Luke 7:21) (5) 

2. Central space in a church (4) 

3. Co-founder of Spring Harvest and 

General Secretary of the Evangelical 

Alliance 1983–97, Clive — (6) 

4. Moses killed one when he saw him 

beating a Hebrew labourer  

(Exodus 2:12) (8) 

5. Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7) 

6. It interrupted Paul and Silas singing 

hymns in a Philippian jail  

(Acts 16:26) (10) 

9. Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10) 

ACROSS 

1. Sense of right and wrong  

(1 Corinthians 8:7) (10) 

7. Coming (John 11:17) (7) 

8. ‘All I have is — , and all you have is 

mine’ (John 17:10) (5) 

10. Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4) 

11. Hold back (Job 9:13) (8) 

13. Member of the Society of Friends (6) 

15. At ague (anag.) (6) 

17. Citizen of the Greek capital (8) 

18. So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4) 

21. Twentieth-century poet and dramatist 

who wrote “Murder in the Cathedral”,  

T.S. — (5) 

22. Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7) 

23. Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10) 

 

 

12. Irish province in which Dublin is 

situated (8) 

14. Same hit (anag.) (7) 

16. ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over 

the — ’ (Genesis 1:2) (6) 

19. Author of the immortal stories of 

Winnie the Pooh, A.A. — (5) 

20. Cab (4) 

 

 

 
 

APRIL Crossword Solution 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church of St. Edmund the King has been serving 

the Parish of Northwood Hills since 1934. 

The Parish is in the Harrow Deanery of 

the Willesden Episcopal Area of the Diocese of London 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Edmund was the devout young King of the East Angles, 

martyred by the Danes for his allegiance to Christ 

in the year 869 when he was 29 years old. 

The crown and arrows of the church crest 

symbolise his Kingship and Martyrdom. 
 
 

 

 

 

 


