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WEBSITE:     www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk 

VICARAGE The Reverend Michael Miller  (020) 8866 9230 
The Vicarage, 
2 Pinner Road,  Northwood   HA6 1QS 

   

SERVICES   

 Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Church is currently closed. 
Services are available only by streaming from our website, 
or from YouTube - see our website for details. 
These include a regular 10 am Sunday Eucharist 
and weekday Eucharists at various times. 
 

 

 SPECTRUM ON SUNDAY (Sunday School) 

continues each Sunday at 11am via video conference. 
Contact Carol Diggins on 01923 825 434 for more information. 
 

Arrangements for the SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession),  BAPTISMS,   
                     FUNERALS,  WEDDINGS,  and BANNS OF MARRIAGE   please telephone:   (020) 8866 9230 
 
   
OFFICERS   

Churchwardens: Mr Steve Castle,   3a Willows Close,  Pinner   HA5 3SY  (020) 8868 0482 

 Mr Chris Ambrose 01923 825 524 

 email:  churchwardens@stedmundtheking.org.uk 

Hon. Secretary: Miss Helen Collier,   6 Chiltern Rise,  Rectory Road,  Rickmansworth   WD3 1GD  

 email:  helen_claire@yahoo.com 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr James Mair (020) 8428 1349 

Director of Music: Mr Mark Hammond,   39
B
 Carlton Avenue,  Kenton   HA3 8AX (020) 8909 2687 

Hall Bookings: Mr Steve Castle,   3a Willows Close,  Pinner   HA5 3SY  (020) 8868 0482 

  

ORGANISATIONS  

SPECTRUM ON SUNDAY: Mrs Carol Diggins  email:  diggins124@aol.com 01923 825 434 

Flower Guild: Mrs Rachel Windsor,   6 Chester Road,  Northwood   HA6 1BQ 01923 822 752 

Women’s’ Guild: Mrs Hilda Greenfield 
Mrs Connie Ambrose 

01923 823 134 
01923 825 524 

Badminton Club: Messrs Peter & Mike Gant,   Flat 7,  2 Lily Close,  Pinner   HA5 3JT (020) 8868 4989 

Arrow Players:  Mr Michael Godden 01296 631 975 

Classic Concerts: Mrs Marjorie Pimm,   2 Northwood Way,  Northwood  HA6 1AT 01923 821 869 

Youth Group: Mr Steve Castle,   3a Willows Close,  Pinner   HA5 3SY (020) 8868 0482 

Scout Group: Mr Paul Bushell 07881 349 790 

   

MAGAZINE   

Hon. Editor: Mrs Jenny Jones,   19 Latimer Close,  Pinner   HA5 3RB  (020) 8866 7173 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15/3/2020 
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WELCOME 
 

to the second online edition of this magazine. 
 

In the current circumstances, we are publishing online 
so that you don’t miss out on the regular monthly issue. 

 
There is no Letter from Fr. Michael in this issue; 

he is currently publishing a weekly letter  
within the Newsletter (The Orbit)  

which is now sent by e-mail and available on our website. 
 

If you would like to receive the Newsletter by e-mail  
you can subscribe by completing the form at 

https://tinyurl.com/subscribe-orbit 
or by visiting www.saintedmundschurch.org.uk  

and clicking the “Subscribe” link underneath “Weekly Newsletter”. 
 

Additional information and live streaming of services 
is also available on the website. 

 
If you know someone who does not have internet access  

and would like a printed copy of this magazine,  
please contact Steve Castle at 

steven.castle@saintedmundschurch.org.uk  
giving their name and postal address  

(having first obtained their permission  
to supply this personal information). 
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AUGUST MAGAZINE 
 

 
 

All contributions for the July 

Magazine to be with Jenny Jones by 

Friday 10th July 

020 8866 7173 

   
ST. EDMUND’S 

WOMEN’S GUILD, 

BADMINTON CLUB 
and 

SCOUT GROUP 
meetings are all cancelled 

until further notice 

 

THE YOUTH GROUP 
continues  

each Wednesday at 7.30 pm 
via video conference. 
Contact Steve Castle 

on 020 8868 0482 
for more information. 
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CALENDAR FOR JULY 2020 
 

 

3 Fri St. Thomas the Apostle 

5 SUN 4th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

12 SUN 5th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

19 SUN 6th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

22 Wed Mary Magdalene 

25 Sat St. James the Apostle 

26 SUN 7th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
    

    

SUNDAY READINGS FOR JULY 2020 

5th July 4th Sunday after Trinity Zechariah 9.9-12 

  Romans 7.15-25a 

  Matthew 11.16-19,25-end 
   

12th July 5th Sunday after Trinity Isaiah 55.10-13 

  Romans 8.1-11 

  Matthew 13.1-9,18-23 
   

19th July 6th Sunday after Trinity Wisdom of Solomon 12.13,16-19 

  Romans 8.12-25 

  Matthew 13.24-30,36-43 
   

26th July 7th Sunday after Trinity 1 Kings 3.5-12 

  Romans 8.26-end 
  Matthew 13.31-33,44-52 

    

    

 
 

Classic
 

 

Concerts 

         at St. Edmund’s 

 

Sunday 27th September  -  under review 
 

FLUTE RECITAL - MATTHEW HIGHAM 
ACCOMPANIED BY RADIM PANCOCHA (PIANO) 

 

Sunday 15th November  -  under review 
 

PIANO RECITAL  -  Valentin Schiedermair 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR PRESENT TIME 
from www.churchofengland.org 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us  
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love, 
for your name’s sake. 

God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Merciful God, we entrust to your tender care those who are ill or in pain, 
knowing that whenever danger threatens 

your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe. 
Comfort and heal them, and restore them to health and strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience 
to all who are caring for the sick, 

and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 

that through their work many will be restored to health; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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WHAT IS A DEACON? 

      Helen Hutchins (Lay Minister) 
  

One of the fall-outs of the Coronavirus has been the postponement of Petertide 

ordinations to the Diaconate for many final year ordinands in the Church of 

England.  So for the first three months of my curacy I will be serving the 

community at St. Edmund’s as a Lay Minister.  My ordination has been 

rescheduled to take place on Saturday 26th September at St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

What is a deacon?  There are a few references to “overseers and deacons” in the 

New Testament (eg: Philippians 1:1).  Overseers we would now think of as 

Bishops; Deacons acted as assistants to the overseers.  The Church of England 

follows a three-fold order of ordained ministry: Bishops, Priests and Deacons.   

It has become traditional for ordained ministers to serve as Deacons for a year 

before being priested.  For some Deacons, their call is to serve God in the 

Diaconate and so they are not ordained as Priests.  Bishops and Priests continue 

to be Deacons in their respective ministries. 

The Greek word diakonia is a general word for ministry so diakonos is a minister 

or servant.1  The whole Church is called to minister and in some denominations 

diakonia refers to actions of social responsibility.  The ministry of Jesus is a model 

for the deacon: his ministry was one of service to others, especially amongst the 

sick and the marginalised.  His death on the Cross was the ultimate act of self-

giving love.  “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 

life as ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28).  Although the whole Church is called 

to serve the wider community, in other words to be diaconal, this ministry is 

focused in the public ministry of the deacon.   

According to Stephen Platten, the Deacon has another role as messenger.   

The Deacon brings the Good News about Jesus Christ not only to his/her 

congregation but also to people outside the church, sometimes on the margins in 

society.  This missionary engagement could be within in a workplace setting, with 

the homeless or an area of social deprivation, for example.  The Deacon also has a 

specific role within the liturgy and I hope this will become apparent after my 

ordination. 

In the meantime, please could you kindly remember me in your prayers as I begin 

this new chapter in my ministry. 

 
1 The reference for this article is Vocation: Singing the Lord’s Song by Stephen Platten, 

SPCK, 2007. 
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NEWS FROM (BEYOND) THE PEWS - JULY 2020 

      Sarah Parnaby 
  

Greetings and best wishes to you all.  Amongst all the dramas related to the  

Covid-19 crisis, including some dubious governmental behaviour, we have been 

severely shaken by a new and shocking occurrence: the murder by police of a 

black man in America, which set off protests all around the globe.  I haven’t much 

to add to Fr. Michael’s comments in his Trinity Sunday Newsletter, which I fully 

endorse.  Nobody should be marginalised, discriminated against or persecuted for 

their race, creed, colour, or anything else: as God’s children we should all receive 

the same human rights and fair treatment.  There have been some criticisms of 

the way the protests have been conducted, especially as they risked spreading the 

virus.  However, they have served to remind us of the gulf between those who can 

expect just treatment and those who may face huge obstacles to receiving it, 

simply because of their background.   

The highlighting of the incident can hopefully make most of us appreciate our 

benefits; it can also draw our attention more to others who are less fortunate.  

The situation for such people in post-virus Britain could become even more acute, 

because of financial or employment difficulties, and we need to look out for them.  

At the same time it is important to remember the hard and conflict-ridden job our 

police and other law-enforcers have to do for the sake of safety and justice: they 

need our prayers. 

There have been several significant anniversaries this month which chime with 

these thoughts.  Three years now since the Grenfell Tower disaster (14th June): an 

appalling horror reminding us that lives should matter more than money - and a 

shame on our nation.  Also, it is 150 years since the death of Charles Dickens  

(9th June).  While we cannot condone some of Dickens’ domestic behaviour, his 

writing is full of the ‘themes of compassion and humanity in the face of crippling 

social injustice’.  (Charlie Connelly in “The New European” newspaper, 4th June.)  

We still use the term ‘Dickensian’ to describe such injustices as bad housing or 

working conditions.  Although many things have improved since his day, the 

world has also moved on and a new set of hardships beset the less fortunate 

people of London and other parts of Britain.  Moreover, the situation of these 

people is often what makes them more vulnerable to Covid-19.  We need to 

notice what is ‘Dickensian’ in our own day - people trapped in their strangling 

circumstances - and try to help change those systems. 
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In a more optimistic but equally challenging way, we can remember the 80th 

anniversary of the Dunkirk evacuation - the rescue of 338,226 Allied soldiers 

during World War II from the beaches and harbour of Dunkirk, in the north of 

France, (between 26th May and 4th June 1940) after large numbers of Belgian, 

British and French troops were cut off and surrounded by the German army 

during the six-week Battle of France.  Winston Churchill described their rescue as 

a ‘miracle of deliverance’.  The image of the ‘Little Ships of Dunkirk’ (a flotilla of 

hundreds of merchant marine boats, fishing-boats, pleasure-craft, yachts and 

lifeboats called into service) ferrying our men to the larger ships to get them 

home, has passed into British legend.  The courage, determination and 

selflessness of those who planned and took part in the ‘Miracle of Dunkirk’ can 

also teach us something in today’s crisis, reminding us of the heroic efforts of 

those who are trying to rescue us today from a very different enemy.  And it gives 

us hope that in spite of extreme danger, determination can lead to success. 

Moving to local matters: thank you to those involved in creating the Zoom coffee 

meetings after Mass - I attended my first one recently and found my spirits lifted.  

The ‘Zoomers’ that day were not entirely those who I expected to see - -and that 

was great, because there can be a tendency at church to talk to the same people 

each week.  It was delightful to discover information unknown to me previously, 

such as Ian’s involvement with model railways, and Nikki’s daughter studying 

French and Philosophy in Paris.  It was also good to hear from Colin Richards that 

Margery’s leg operation was a success - we wish her well. 

Other news:  Sizwe is settling well in his new accommodation and is being 

treated very much as one of the family by his host.  Young people have it hard at 

the moment, being isolated from friends and the activities and sense of progress 

they need.  They have to battle not only loneliness, but a loss of confidence and of 

structure, and they often experience much fear for their future.  The returning-to-

school dilemma is also causing a variety of worries, both for the pupils’ future and 

concerning present health dangers.  I know from Frank how school personnel are 

having a tough time cataloguing and implementing new safety policies, which 

will no doubt keep changing. It would be good to keep all those involved in 

education, both staff and pupils, in our prayers at this time. 

Need any reading suggestions?  I’ve just read a beautiful and haunting novel, 

called ‘The Bee-Keeper of Aleppo’ by Christy Lefteri.  It’s about a family who flee 

the war in Syria and, after an eventful journey, end up in Britain.  It is eye-

opening about what many refugees go through in order to find safety, and is very 

moving.  The author is herself the daughter of refugees, and she has spent time 

working in a refugee centre in Athens and learning their stories. 
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Finally ... I was sent this poem by an elderly friend of Frank’s, written by his 

great-niece aged 16.  It resonated with me, as I hope it will with you. 
 

‘We are like birds, locked in our cages, 

Taunted by the view that shines through our windows. 

The feeling of freedom and liberation for an hour  

Before the outside becomes a forbidden paradise. 

Racing thoughts fill our minds, 

The repetitive patterns of worry wear us down.  

How can a mind rest  

When there is no escaping the constant wrestle with your thoughts. 

We are forbidden friends, 

Barred from seeing each other. 

Our source of comfort comes from the community, 

United each Thursday by the clanging of pots and pans  

     echoing down the street.  

Days merge into weeks, dragging on 

No break in the cycle of work. 

Birthdays come to separate the days, 

As well as promises of big celebrations to come. 

We call people, our messages being carried 

Over the miles to our relatives. 

A phone call brightens the day, 

Lifts people's mood whilst restricted by four walls. 

As the news creates a shadow over us is casts the question: 

Will life ever be normal again?’ 
 

Thank you, Abi.  The situation has moved ahead since you wrote this, but things 

are still far from normal.  May God grant us all the hope and faith to engage 

courageously with an uncertain future. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE PARISH OF ST. EDMUND’S 

   PART 7    Jenny Jones 

1989 

APRIL   The best ever Lent total was reached - £2352.60, and the fund for Clean 

Water will soon reach its target of £10,000.  Then, each year the interest accrued will 

go to a charity which brings clean water to communities who are in need. 

The 2nd Northwood (St. Edmund’s) Scout group arranged a waste newspaper 

collection over the weekend of 8-9th April for Scout funds. 

The film of the building of the permanent church was shown on 30th April as part of 
the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the Church building. 

MAY   Fr. Michael Kang from Lesotho visited us to bring us news of St. Edmund’s in 

Lesotho.  We gave him around £450 for his parish. 

SEPTEMBER  The Churchwardens invited everyone to a Champagne Supper on  

9th September to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the building of the permanent 

church. 

The Sunday school is to be divided into three sections: DISCOVERERS, SEARCHERS 

and BEGINNERS.  This will start after the main service and coffee time at around 

11.20 and finish at noon. 

The newsletter from the Scout group was about the very successful Cubs’ camp, held 

at Phasels Wood Activity Centre, near Hemel Hempstead.  The Scouts’ camp was held 

on the banks of the river Dart, near Buckfastleigh in Devon.  After the camp had been 

struck there was a presentation ‘This is your Life’ to Richard Blann.  Richard was 

relinquishing his role as Scout Leader.  It is to be hoped that a new Leader can be 

found in the autumn. 

1990 

JANUARy   Fr. Ken Limbert was appointed to assist the Area Dean of Hillingdon, from 
the beginning of February. 

The pantomime ‘Cinderella’ celebrated 25 years from the start of the current series of 

St. Edmund’s pantomimes.  The first one, in 1965, had also been ‘Cinderella’.  The 

cast of the 1990 production included Elizabeth Godden as Prince Charming; she had 

played Cinderella in the 1965 version. 

FEBRUARY   Fr. Ken Limbert’s last service took place on 4th February.  He had served 
St. Edmund’s as a non-stipendiary Priest for 14 years; his main role as a priest was at 

British Rail, his place of work. 

Peter Crawford resigned his role as Organist and Choir-master.  During the interim 

Vivien Banfield , a professional pianist and Julie Cooksey helped out by playing at the 

main Sunday service.  Vivien also took over choir practice. 

APRIL   The report from the recent quinquennial inspection indicated that the copper 

roof of the church needed to be replaced.  One tender had suggested that it would 

cost £67,000.  A roof fund was set up and an auction was held to start  raising money. 
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MAY   It  was agreed that funds raised from the Saturday Market would be used to  

replace the hall chairs before the summer  break. 

JUNE   Dr. David Hughes was appointed Organist and Choir Master  

AUGUST   A group from St. Edmund’s went to Oberammergau to see the Passion play. 

SEPTEMBER   The first combined service to mark the Decade of Evangelism 1990-
2000 took place at St. Matthew’s RC Church, Northwood, to pray our country back to 

the Christian faith.  The Decade included all Christian denominations. 

OCTOBER   On 18th October the stained glass window of St. John the Divine was 

dedicated. 

The Clerk of Works has taken specialist advice has been assured that the church roof 

does not need to be replaced - it can be repaired at a cost of £8,000. 

Arrow Players celebrated their Silver Jubilee with a presentation of Agatha Christie’s 

‘Murder at the Vicarage’. 

NOVEMBER   On 10th November Vivien  Banfield gave her first Recital in church in aid 

of the Malcolm Sargent Cancer Fund for children.  (Vivien when a Young Promenader 
helped to establish the Fund.) 

1991 

JANUARY   The organ installation re-started.   

MARCH   It was agreed that the congregation should develop three groups to fulfil 

our requirement for the Decade of Evangelism, these should be: Young parents and 

families, Uniformed Organisations and All age worship. 

The roof repair is taking place. 

The PCC has approved plans to put in stained glass into the West Window.  There will 

be 5 panels each which cost about £3,000. 

The Bishop of Willesden (Tom Butler) was appointed Bishop of Leicester. 

APRIL  A suggestion was made that the widows of the congregation might get 

together to contribute to the cost of one of the West Window panels. 

MAY   The Organ committee reported that  although the organ is still incomplete it is 

playable.  There are still several organ pipes lying at the back of the church which 

need to be placed in the organ loft. 

JUNE   Arrow Players received the NODA London Best Play award for ‘Steel 

Magnolias’, which was produced at St. Edmund’s last month.  

JULY   On 21st July a Memorial Service took place to mark 50 years since the sinking 

of  SS Aguila (**) in 1941.  22 WRNS and a Naval Nursing Sister were on board 
bound for Gibraltar when the ship was torpedoed.  Two of the WRNS, Cecilly 

Benjamin and Phyllis Bacon, came from Northwood Hills.  Cecilly’s parents were 

members of St. Edmund’s; her father had been a Churchwarden.  A memorial to 

Cecilly and Phyllis - “The Angel of God’s Presence” had been installed in St. Edmund’s 

and was dedicated in December 1964. 

Fr. Ames was given a surprise reception to mark 30 years since his Induction as Vicar 

of St. Edmund’s. 



 

- 12 - 

SEPTEMBER   A Festival of Flowers Art and Music took place on 19th-22nd September.  

There were 46 Flower arrangements.  Pinner Sketch Club displayed a range of 

paintings.  The music took the form of a concert in which Vivien Banfield played the 

piano, and Haberdasher’s Aske’s Girls School and augmented choir and Orchestra 

performed Mozart’s Requiem.  The festival concluded on the Sunday evening with the 
Harvest Service, followed by supper. 

The Lesotho Diocesan Association received £1,370 from the friends of the Association 

at St. Edmund’s which had been collected over the past year, which was gratefully 

received. 

OCTOBER   The PCC noted that three of the stained glass panels for the West Window 

were now fully subscribed; the fourth window will be paid for by the widows.  £2,000 

received from the estate of Hilda Carrington will be put towards the cost. 

It had also been noted that there was subsidence in the Susan Old Lounge so builders 

would be called in to make an inspection hole to decide on a remedy. 

It was with great sadness that it was reported that Senior Server Gordon Samson had 
died after a long illness.  Mike Godden has been appointed Senior Server. 

DECEMBER   1st December was designated Commitment Sunday.  Just one Service, at 

10.30 am.  All were asked to commit to provide sufficient funds to run the church and 

to give to good causes. 

The PCC reported that 25% of the residue of the estate of Gordon Samson has been 

left to the church.  It was decided that it be divided between the cost of underpinning 

of the Susan old Lounge, general funds and a contribution to the West Window. 

The glass for all five of the panels of the West Window has now been purchased. 

 

** The name of the ship quoted on the plaque next to the memorial is “Aquila”.   

This is incorrect - the Aquila was a different ship, which sank off Indonesia in 1958. 
 

A more detailed account of the Aguila tragedy and its commemorations is in preparation. 

 

 

 

THE 

 

WEST 

 

WINDOW 
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WALSINGHAM 2019 
Clare Moses 

  

On Friday 25th October, with great anticipation, I arrived at St. Edmund’s Church 

to begin the 2019 pilgrimage to Walsingham.  Could it be as good as last year?  

Was I looking back through rose tinted glasses?  

As all the pilgrims arrived, we greeted old friends and introduced ourselves to the 

new members.  We started with a short 10-minute service at the Church to bless 

our journey and then headed off in cars to our destination.  

We had an uneventful journey until just outside Walsingham when we had to 

drive through a ford in the road.  All seemed well until water started to come in 

through the bottom of the car doors!!  Thankfully we got out of it before too 

much had got in.  The next day we saw the ford from the other side, a signpost 

warned that the ford was not suitable for cars!!!  Maybe there should have been 

one on both sides. 

The weekend was planned out with set times for various events so that most of 

the time we were the only group doing a particular activity; Holy Mass, Stations 

of The Cross, Meeting in the Holy Place to name a few.  There are also events that 

are for all the pilgrims; Processions of the Blessed Sacrament and Statue of Our 

Lady of Walsingham; I had the honour of escorting the statue on our procession.  

But there was also plenty of free time to do what we wanted.  On Saturday 

afternoon, some of our group went to the seaside whilst Fr. Michael, Steve Castle, 

Chris Ambrose and I decided to walk the “Holy Mile”, a footpath which joins the 

Anglican and Roman Catholic Shrines.  Unfortunately, it started to rain, I have 

since bought a waterproof coat for 2020 as I got soaked.  

Let me assure you, we did not go hungry!!  The catering was amazing.  Cooked 

breakfast each morning, choice of hot and cold meals with pudding at lunch and 

dinnertime.  Unlike school dinners, I was amazed at the quality considering the 

numbers they were catering for. 

By the time we were departing Walsingham, I was almost in tears not wanting to 

leave.  I came back at peace with myself and the world. 

I want to encourage everyone to consider coming on this year’s pilgrimage.   

The accommodation and Shrine allow for people with varying degrees of 

mobility.  The programme is set out so you can do as much or little as you want.   

The socialising isn’t bad either.  

I am really looking forward to this year’s pilgrimage already and praying that the 

Covid 19 lockdown will not stop this wonderful opportunity to get away from our 

daily lives and reconnect with God and ourselves. 
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Have you  noticed this phrase popping up  
in various locations recently? 

 
It was one of several posters that were prepared 
during the second world war but never actually 
distributed.  It was only to be displayed if we had 
been over-run by the Germans.  The posters were 
sent to be pulped after the war but a few were 
discovered in the bottom of a box of books bought 
at auction.   
 
Several sayings have  now been put together.   
It just shows how events tend to repeat themselves 
over time ... 
 

 
There is more to life than increasing speed 

   Mahatma Gandhi   
 

Worry often gives a small thing a big shadow 

A Swedish proverb 
 

Always laugh when you can, it is cheap medicine 

Lord Byron 
  

You can make more friends in two months by becoming interested in other people 
than you can in two years by trying to get people interested in you 

Dale Carnegie 
   

Success is the ability to go from one failure to another  
with no loss of enthusiasm 

Winston Churchill 
 

There is no trouble so great or grave that cannot be 
much diminished by a nice cup of tea  

Bernard-Paul-Theroux 
 

If you are cold,tea will warm you 
If you are too heated it will cool you 
If you are depressed,it will cheer you 

If you are excited,it will calm you 

William Gladstone 
 

Jenny Jones 
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HYMN OF THE MONTH - JULY 2020 
Mike Godden 

  

This is a good hymn for the start of the Trinity season.  The text affirms God’s faithful 
hand of guidance and blessing on a church that has continually proclaimed the gospel 
of the kingdom, and that, by God's power, will ultimately be victorious in its mission. 
Each verse ends with the powerful line taken from Ephesians 4:4-5: “There is one 
body [the church of Christ] . . . one Lord, one faith. . . .” 

Thy hand, O God, has guided  

 Thy flock, from age to age;  

The wondrous tale is written,  

 Full clear, on every page;  

Thy people owned thy goodness,  

 And we their deeds record;  

And both of this bear witness;  

 One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings  
 To greatest as to least;  

They bade men rise, and hasten  

 To share the great King’s feast;  

And this was all their teaching,  

 In every deed and word,  

To all alike proclaiming  

 One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

Through many a day of darkness,  

 Through many a scene of strife,  

The faithful few fought bravely,  

 To guard the nation’s life.  

Their gospel of redemption,  

 Sin pardoned, man restored,  

Was all in this enfolded:  

 One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
 

And we, shall we be faithless?  
 Shall hearts fail, hands hang down?  

Shall we evade the conflict,  

 And cast away our crown?  

Not so: in God’s deep counsels  

 Some better thing is stored;  

We will maintain, unflinching,  

 One Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

Thy mercy will not fail us,  
 Nor leave thy work undone;  

With thy right hand to help us,  

 Thy victory shall be won;  

And then, by all creation,  
 Thy name shall be adored,  

And this shall be their anthem:  

 One Church, one Faith, one Lord.  

The words of the hymn were written by Rev. Edward Plumptre (1821-1891), first 
published in his “Lazarus and Other Poems” (1865).  Plumptre was an eminent 
classical and biblical scholar.  Educated at King's College, London, and University 
College, Oxford, he was ordained in 1846.  

The tune originally used for the hymn was “St. Theodulph” (also used for All Glory, 
Laud and Honour”, but currently “Thornbury” is usually used.  This was written by 
Basil Harwood (1859-1949), who was an English organist and composer, born in 
Gloucestershire, educated at Charterhouse and Trinity College, Oxford.  He was an 
oranist in London, then at and Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford before retiring back 
to Gloucestershire.  He was a keen walker, and named many of his hymn tunes after 
places that he visited, among which was Thornbury in Gloucestershire. 
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SOME JULY HISTORY 
Mike Godden 

  

2nd July 1489 Thomas Cranmer,  

 Archbishop of Canterbury and Reformation leader, was born 

2nd July 1800 Parliamentary Union of Great Britain with Ireland 

3rd July 1938 “Mallard” clocks 126 mph -  

 still the world record for a steam locomotive 

3rd July 1954 End of food rationing in UK 

4th July 1845 Thomas Barnardo born 

5th July 1865 Salvation Army founded 

5th July 1948 Formal start of the National Health Service 

5th July 1954 1st News bulletin on BBC Television 

6th July 1952 Last day of operation of the old (the “real”) London trams 

10th July 1859 1st chimes of Big Ben 

10th July 1958 1st parking meters in operation, in London’s Mayfair 

11th July 1848 Waterloo Station opened 

13th July 1837 Buckingham Palace first used as a Royal residence, by Queen Victoria 

15th July 1799 The Rosetta Stone discovered, in Egypt 

17th July 1841 “Punch” magazine first published (last one in 1992) 

20th July 1545 The “Mary Rose”, Henry VIII’s flagship, sank in the Solent 

20th July 1837 Euston Station opened 

20th July 1962 1st passenger Hovercraft service began (in North Wales) 

21st July 1969 Neil Armstrong first walked on the Moon 

24th July 1936 Speaking Clock starts 

26th July 1803 First public railway opened - The Surrey Iron Railway,  

 9 miles from Wandsworth to Croydon, horse-drawn 

27th July 1694 The Bank of England founded 

27th July 1955 Allied occupation of Austria ended 

28th July 1707 First version of the Union Flag proclaimed (England/Scotland) 

28th July 1866 1st use of transatlantic telegraph cable 

29th July 1945 BBC Light Programme starts (forerunner of Radio 2) 

30th July 1935 1st Penguin paperbacks published 

30th July 1966 England won a rather important football match 

“They think it’s all over ...” - Kenneth Wostenholme, b. 17th July 1920 
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CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS 
  
 

APRIL 

        MAY 

  JUNE     
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JULY  CROSSWORD 
 

 

DOWN 

1. ‘For I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find — for your 

souls’ (Matthew 11:29) (4) 

2. Where Peter was when he denied 

Christ three times (Luke 22:55) (9) 

3. Remarkable early 20th-century 

Indian evangelist, a convert from 

Hinduism, — Sundar Singh (5) 

4. ‘Now the king had put the officer on 

whose — — leaned in charge of the 

gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2) 

5, and 8 Across The Lover describes 

this facial feature of the Beloved 

thus: ‘Your — is like the tower of 

Lebanon looking towards — ’ 

ACROSS 

1. ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may 

strengthen you with power through his 

Spirit in your inner being’  

(Ephesians 3:16) (6) 

4. ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner 

were sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6) 

7. ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’  

(Psalm 103:1) (4)  

8. See 5 Down  

9. Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)  

13. ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single 

hour to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3)  

16. Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)  

17. ‘Your young men will see visions, your 

— men will dream dreams’  

(Acts 2:17) (3) 

19. How David described his Lord  

(Psalm 19:14) (8)  

24. ‘If this city is built and its — — restored, 

you will be left with nothing in Trans-

Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)  

25. ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you — for salvation through faith 

in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)  

26. Intended destination of arrows 

(Lamentations 3:12) (6)  

27. Eve hit (anag.) (6) 

 (Song of Songs 7:4) (4,8) 

6. ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of 

truth buckled — your waist’ 

(Ephesians 6:14) (5) 

10.  Trout (anag.) (5)  

11. Easily frightened  

(1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)  

12. The ability to perceive  

(Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)  

13. One of the clans descended from 

Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9)  

14. “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, 

“one who — bread into the bowl 

with me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4)  

15. Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)  

18. Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama 

(5)  

20. Precise (John 4:53) (5)  

21. Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)  

22. Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)  

23. Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar 

as king of the Babylonians, was one 

(Daniel 5:31) (4) 

 

 


